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To say I am proud of what we have done thus far is a gross understatement.
Word Lovers Book & Literary Club began as an idea and eventually grew
into a movement as each woman found her way to the Club and joined
passions with me. Because all of us have secular jobs and various other
roles in life, it is no small thing that we find time to come together for our
community of authors and readers.
To the growing number of indie authors who rely on us for support, thank
you for letting us help you and for submitting your books to us to review.
We do not take your writing goals lightly and take our advocacy for your
success seriously.
To the high schools and colleges who believe in liberal arts and invite us to
discuss our work, thank you for joining the movement. To the readers and
business venues, thank you for listening to us and for giving us a shot. It is
not easy promoting literacy and writing careers in Louisiana, especially
when the STEM movement has taken flight and all else seems to fall by the
wayside. You listened and learned that we believe in something bigger than
ourselves and your openmindedness has made a great difference.
To the beautiful and passionate women of Word Lovers Book & Literary
Club, thank you for all your hard work and persistence and for believing in
my vision and adopting it as your own. You are the world’s greatest!
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Happy Reading!
Tanisca M. Wilson
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Featured
Book
The Best in Literature
Affluent…millionaire…African American
Yes, these are simple words, yet they
rarely describe African-Americans,
especially during the Reconstruction Era.
In a society where words like “minority,”
and “majority” have functioned for
decades as adjectives to indicate inferior
races of people. Black Fortunes is a direct
affront to the “poor old black folk”
narrative and valiantly informs readers of the how Black people capitalized
on their opportunities.
Up from slavery but still in the dirt of the far off promised land of success,
the decedent of slaves shows us that desire is a predecessor to opportunity
and promptly struggle their way to prominent millionaire status. Black
Fortunes present a side of history that has been ignored in schools across
America. A side of history where black people did not make excuses for
their endured inequities in human rights, education, and housing. A side of
history where black people used their money and to create better
opportunities for other black people. A side of history that has lived up to
its name of repeating itself…a crab in the barrel history…a history of black
envy…a history of division and strife…a true history of us…then and now.
Black Fortunes is an uplifting and realistic read about black -privileged
people. It gives us the gems in our history that have been hidden in the
ruff. It is, without a doubt, a book worth its words.
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Dr. Albertha Lawson is a hardcore mathematician by discipline and an educator by profession.
But by courage, she promotes STEM careers for graduate students. She is the founder of the
Science and Math Pay It Forward Mentoring Program. She goes the distance by teaching and
mentoring students of color toward success in STEM careers, an effort external of her day-to-day
job responsibilities.
Educator turned personal trainer, Dr. Heidi Daniels noticed her unhealthy eating habits and
decided to take charge of her body. Through exercise and healthy eating practices, she became
an example of how small changes can make a big difference. She is a certified personal trainer
who prides herself on educating people in her community about healthy lifestyles.
Dr. Andre Perry is an educational leader by profession but a social activist by courage. He is a
skilled writer who focuses his topics on the hidden agenda in education. He initiates hard
conversations and calls to task other educational leaders who promote racism and disparity in
education. He fights for education reform.
By courage, she is the founder of the Women of Color Writers Panel Discussions, Word Lovers
Book and Literacy Club, and the Great Minds in New Orleans Contest. Dr. Tanisca M. Wilson
uses her passion for reading and writing and her degree in English to promote literacy in her
community. Although an educational leader by profession, her joy stems from helping others
sustain their affection for literacy.
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Dr. Angela Breckenridge is an advocate for relevant curriculum. So much so that she extends her
ardor for faculty development and responsive teaching to her own consulting company. By
courage, she consults with organizations about designs in learning. She orbits around positive
people and uses her keen leadership skills to instill confidence in others.
A real difference maker, Dr. Florence Chigbu uses her talents internationally. Hailing for
Zimbawee, she is a business owner by profession and educator by credentials. But by courage,
she is an author who promotes a fair education experience for foreign students. She is using her
education and leadership skills to help her community by opening an adult care business.
The first African-American Book Festival in Atlanta was founded by Farai Caldwell. Although
he holds a Juris Doctorate, he is an author advocate, writer, and entrepreneur by courage.
Through his website, he sells apparel that promotes literacy, and he gives authors opportunities
to advertise their work.
Dr. Renee Hall-Baker is an English teacher and educational leader by profession, but by courage
she is a poet and personal fitness trainer. It takes courage to pour all your resources into a
business that may not be successful the first time around but that is just what she did. She
promotes healthy lifestyles by teaching food planning and physical fitness routines.
He is a man who needs no introduction. His success story is well-known across the United
States. Dr. Calvin Mackie is an educator, inventor, and motivational speaker who founded
StemNola, a program that introduces K-12 students to STEM careers. The collaborative effort of
medical doctors, scientists, engineers, and mathematicians has made StemNola the first
successful program of its kind. To date, more than 25,000 children have participated in
StemNola.
Attorney, educator, and author Pharissa Robinson uses her education and experience to fight
housing discrimination. Beyond law and education, she extends her services to help single
mothers reach their career goals. By courage, she offers advice and wisdom to women in need of
a social conscious to better their lives.
Dr. Marvette Colbert is an education advocate by profession, but by courage, she is a woman
who encourages others to follow the path God has set before them. She is an advocate for the
upward mobility of those in need and uses her expertise to guide them to educational success—
mostly beyond working hours. Her caring attitude for people makes her a difference maker who
is not afraid to connect God to careers.
Math guru Gino Loverde has taken teaching to a new level. By courage, he goes the extra mile in
a school district that services underresourced children. Denying opportunities to teach at better
schools, Gino has planted himself in an environment that needs him and his students have made
unprecedented gains on standardized math assessments.
In 1992, not many African-Americans knew about the medical coding field. In a Southern State
where economic progression is doubly hard for African-Americans, Ramona Keppard defies the
odds. A Church’s Fried Chicken worker in her former life, she is now a super coder who works
from home. She informs others about the lucrative career they can have in medical coding—at no
charge.
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He leads wherever he goes. Averil Sanders is an experienced educator and leader by profession.
By courage, he resigned from his leadership position to pursue a law degree. Now, he holds a
Juris Doctorate and was recently admitted to the Louisiana Bar. He works tirelessly to assist
previously incarcerated and at-risk individuals with rebuilding their lives through education.
She’s a woman who understands what it means to have meaningful summer programming during
summer months for children. Dr. Celina Carson teaches social services and health courses by
profession. But by courage, she gives up her time off to supervise a summer program that
provides children educational enrichment.

Best of Books for Avid Readers
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Bring out
your best writer self
Admit it. Too many indie authors publish error-ridden books. Writing a good book
requires more than a good storyline, it requires the elements of style and technique. A
good story becomes a bad read when certain techniques are ignored. So follow these tips
to write your best book:

1. Your entire story is filtered through Point of View. When POV goes wrong, then the
book is hard to understand and causes reader frustration. He/she will put your book down
and probably never read it.
POV: Third Person
Narrator tells the story of
one character but is not a
character in the story.
She, He, Hers, and His

POV: Third Person
Omniscient Narrator knows
the thoughts and actions of
all characters. Still use the
pronouns of third person

POV: First person
should remain
consistent. Refrain from
jumping from 1st to 2nd
person

2.

Show! Don’t Tell. Although you may have heard this line a thousand times,
putting into in action is still easier said than done. If you show, then you help the reader
create images. If you tell, then you dictate what the reader should imagine.
Instead of: She escaped.
Instead of: She ordered a hot cup of tea.
Instead of: She cried all night long.

Try: She wiggled from his grip.
Try: I’ll have a hot cup of tea.
Try: Tears drenched the sheets until the sun settled.

3. Give the reader credit. Indie authors tend to explain their entire narrative, which
leaves the reader with nothing to imagine Resist the urge to explain.

4. Use figurative language and literary devices to engage the reader. Make the
reader feel, see and imagine. Use onomatopoeia to have fun with sounds; use flashback
for time travel, allusions, imagery, and alliteration. . Indie authors over-rely on similes
and metaphors, which makes a story predictable and boring.
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Check Out These New Releases

Visit amazon.com to preorder

“Don’t tell me the moon is shining; show me the glint of light on
broken glass.”― Anton Chekhov
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Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. Voter Registration Drive

Members The Alpha Gamma Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta, Sorority, Inc. helps citizens register to vote.

Voting is directly connected to literacy and critical thinking. Have you ever struggled with
trying to understand the language in some of the bills and amendments you had to vote for or
against?
Some scholars believe that politicians purposely use complex words to confuse people of low
socioeconomic status who cannot read well. The assumption is that if they cannot interpret the
meaning of the bill, then there is a good chance they will vote for it if certain words such as,
“common good,” and “shall allow” are placed directly in front of hard-to-understand technical
words.
Use Google to get the plain
amendments so you can have a
are for or against.

language version of bills and
full understanding of what you

As recent of 1965, before the
African-Americans had to read
poll taxes to have the right to
was many African-Americans
descendants of slaves who
have changed, though. All a
is the desire, but that reading
blood for you to have the right
heard!

Voting Rights Act was passed,
a complex paragraph and pay
vote. The problem with that
were illiterate, recent
never learned to read. Times
Black person needs to vote now
part is an issue. People paid in
to vote. Let your voice be
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DON’T WRITE ALONE! Let the English
Hub help.
The English Hub offers ghostwriting, line editing,
copywriting and proofreading services for academic
articles, chapters, books, theses, research proposals, and
dissertations. The Hub consists of three English-content
editors who have extensive experience in copyediting,
line editing, and proofreading.
How are edits made? Edits are made directly in a
manuscript or by using the Track Changes tool. The
author determines the preference for edits.
Are the style sheets provided?
Yes, and they are also recommended. Style sheets help to keep writing
consistent and provide for specific treatment of words within a single
manuscript.
Are sample editing services provided?
Yes. We believe in the quality of our work, so we provide beta editing services to
prospective clients, typically up to three pages.
Is the full range of editing services provided?
Yes. We provide line editing, copy editing, and proofreading services.
*Rates?
Line editing:
Light copy editing:
Medium copy editing:
Heavy copy editing:
Proofreading services:

$2.00 per double-spaced page
$.50 per double-spaced page
$1.25 per double-spaced page
$3.50 per double-spaced page
$1.00 per double-spaced page

*Full range editing services per page count:
$300.00
$400.00

up to 300 double-spaced pages
from 301 to 499 double-spaced pages

Which editing styles do you use?
The Editing Team at Education Hub can proficiently edit using American
Psychological Association (APA), Chicago Manual of Style, Modern Language
Association (MLA) and Turabian Styles. Academic writers usually need APA
editing. Fiction and non-fiction writers usually edit their work using the
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Chicago Manual of Style while business pieces mostly adhere to the Turabian
style of editing.
*Rates do not apply for children books or ghostwriting services. Contact
the English Hub team for more info at englishubediting@gmail.com

Need an Editor?
I am Gina Burgess. I'm passionate about reading, writing,
and editing Christian Fiction. I am also just as passionate
about non-fiction. I earned my Master’s in Communication
and Professional Writing from Spring Arbor University,
specifically, so I could teach professional writing. I
discovered I enjoyed editing so much I decided to focus on
freelance editing in the Christian writings field. I am
committed to providing high-quality editing services for
veteran and newbie authors, and for publishers.
How are edits made? Edits are made using the track changes feature.
Are the style sheets provided? No, but let’s discuss.
Are sample editing services provided? Yes
Rates? Manuscript Content Critique - $.008 per word ($400 for 50,000 words)
Content critique & line editing blend - $.015 per word ($750 for 50,000 words)
Sweep the Kitchen – $.02 per word ($1,000 for 50,000 words)
For more information, visit http://www.ginaburgessediting.com/
Editors should:
Be competent
Provide quality service
Be reasonable with their rates
Provide contract for services

Writers should:
Submit the best copy of their manuscripts
Be clear about the kind of editing needed
Request a phone or E-conference with
editor before editing begins

Generally, the word count for a book is as
follows:
70,000 – 79,999 words might be too short; probably
all right; 80,000 – 99,999 words are generally
safe; 100,000 – 109,999 words might be too long,
but probably all right. Below 70,000 words is too
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short 110,000 words or more is too long.

Why Literacy Matters
Dr. Alecia Cyprian

Dr. Alecia Cyprian joined Southeast
Community Health Systems as its Chief
Executive Officer, November 2014. Prior to
joining Southeast, she worked in higher
education for 18 years as a director, dean,
and assistant vice president providing
oversight to enrollment management and
student finance in addition to having
principle roles in ensuring state and federal
program compliance. Additionally, she has
taught undergraduate, master and doctoral
levels courses. Her expertise is in
administration, strategic planning,
performance development, marketing, and
compliance.
Dr. Cyprian greatest strengths are her creativity, drive, and leadership. She
thrives on challenges, particularly those that expand the organization’s reach.
Since joining Southeast in 2014, she has increased service locations by 214%
(from 7 to 22). Driven by a strong sense of urgency and incredible stamina, she
enjoys and thrives on the massive change that best meets the needs of the
communities the organization serves. Her premise is that the organization’s
mission determines its strategic direction. She is at her best when turning
uncertainty and chaos into order and harmony. Resourceful and innovative,
she always searches out new ways to improve the organization’s operations and
elevate best practices in an ever-changing health care environment. Dr.
Cyprian earned a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Massachusetts at
Lowell and a master’s degree and Doctor of Philosophy in Administration from
the University of New Orleans. She is the youngest of eleven children born to
Mary Cyprian Mosley and the late Oliver Cyprian, Sr. She resides in
Independence, Louisiana with her husband, Gary T. Porter, and son, Caleb
Cyprian.
The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development found that
Americans' reading proficiency has declined across most age groups. In
your current role, have you found this statement to be true?
As Chief Executive Officer of a Community Health Center providing health care
services to low-income populations, I equate reading proficiency to patients’
health literacy. Many patients receiving health care services from a Community
14

Health Center are underinsured or uninsured and live below the Federal
Poverty Level. Nearly 50% of the patients receiving health care services in the
Community Health Center where I am employed are between 24-54. What’s
more, 25% are Newborn to 17 years of age. My organization also has a clinic
location that is designated as Migrant Health Center that predominantly
provides healthcare services to Migrant and Season Farmworkers whose
primary language is not English. Many patients receiving care in our facilities
have a difficult time reading the visit summary provided by the provider
“practitioner” providing the care. They are not able to fully understand the
patient education information provided including the diagnosis, instructions,
and what to do if they have symptoms when they leave the clinic. Most patient
education information retrieved from the Electronic Medical Record System is
written at the high school grade level.
How significant is one’s reading proficiency in a job like yours?
My organization is a Federally Qualified Health Center that is funded by the
Health Resources and Services Administration. I spend a considerable amount
of time focused on ensuring compliance standards are met at the state and
federal levels. Additionally, because my organization depends on federal
funding to assist in being able to provide care to underinsured and uninsured
individuals in communities, healthcare advocacy is critically important. I spend
a considerable amount of time reading legislative bills that are introduced in
the Louisiana Legislation Session as well as United States Congressional
Session. I often send written communications to Representatives and Senators
requesting their support of bills that impact Community Health Center
funding. Additionally, every three years, we are required to submit a grant
application for continuation funding. I write the grant application for
continuation funding and all Request for Proposals to obtain additional funding
streams for the organization. Understanding what is required for each area of
the proposal essentially determines whether reviewers recommend them for
funding.
Did you grow up around libraries and around people who encouraged you
to read? If so or if not, what impact did the experience have on your
desire to succeed?

I am the youngest of eleven siblings. My mother always expressed the
importance of education and that if we read and understood what we
were reading, we would be able to navigate our way through any other
subject. When I was young growing up in the country, the local
newspaper was delivered daily to our mailbox. I would often get the
paper and read it. Additionally, my mom loved reading novels and the
Bible. I would be there with her reading and being amazed at how the
stories unfolded right before my eyes. In high school, I had some
15

strong English teachers who had a significant influence on me. They
genuinely care if we were able to diagram the sentence on the board
and asked if we didn’t understand the main idea of the passage that
we read. Knowing that someone cared about how I was learning
impacted my desire to achieve my goals in life.
How do you make a difference in others’ lives?
I was reared in a low-income household on public assistance in a rural area.
However, my geographic location and socio-economic background did not
hinder my drive and ambition. I come from proud parents who instilled selfworth and pride. I work every day to meet people where they are and not be
judgmental of them. I firmly believe that each person has a skill and a purpose
on this journey. I make a difference by sharing with others that they are
important and that their attitude determines their altitude. I often share the
adage, “It’s not what you’re called, it’s what you answer to!” I share my life
story!
Why do you believe the achievement gap exists between minority and
non-minority groups?
The factor that I believe contributes most significantly to the achievement gap
between minority and non-minority groups is socioeconomic status. Social
economic status includes not just the income level but also entails financial
security, educational attainment, and other factors such as social status and
social class. Low-income families may have restricted access due to where they
live (their residence). Many school districts utilize residential status to
determine which school students attend. For low-income students, the
environment also plays a role. Schools in low-income districts may lack
adequate resources including certified teachers, buildings not suitable for
learning, and a lack of textbooks to name a few. Additionally, geography
coupled with socioeconomic status may impact the achievement gap. Lowincome families in rural areas may lack transportation, parents working after
children are dismissed for the school day, access to healthcare and food.
Whereas, low-income students in both rural and urban geographies may not
have access to higher education due to academic performance. These factors
may create psychosocial stressors which impact the achievement gap.
What advice would you give to African-Americans who don’t like to read?
Reading is fundamental and is the foundation for everything in life. My advice
to parents is to have the child read to them and encourage the child to spend
some time reading a hard copy book or an e-book. There are so many AfricanAmericans who fought, bled, and died so that we now have the right to read
and pursue an education at all levels. There’s a reason why African-Americans
were prohibited to read during slavery – it was to stifle understanding and
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comprehension to suppress and control. If you can understand what you read
and articulate what you’ve read, the response you receive from someone will be
much different. There’s power in reading and reading is the key to knowledge!

Authors You Should Know

Michael Colson
Book: Underground
Railroad

Ta-Nehisi Coates
Book: Between the World
and Me

Jason Reynolds
Book: The Boy in the
Black Suit

You should know these authors because they are New York Times Bestsellers!
They write about blackness in a way that attracts whiteness. Let that sink in.
They write in the King’s English. Let that sink in.
So What?
I’ll tell you so what. Smut will never cross over. The dope-dealing pimp who has ten baby
mamas is not a protagonist or antagonist that a million people want to read about. Generally,
readers want damn good stories that are either teachable, familiar or exciting. The common
thread for the above authors is that all three of their stories are about being Black and what that
means, at least in their minds.
So what?
I’ll tell you so what. If you are writing for yourself, just to see your words out of your head and
filling a blank page, then you might not ever sell a million copies. If you are writing for the book
industry about yourself, then you just might be on something. Personally, I don’t particularly
care for the subtle or overt theme of “African-American people in the struggle,” but regrettably,
it is the storyline that interests the cross over audience.
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Poetry Park
LEND ME A PEN by Melvin Thornton
Who is it that can lend me a pen
So that I can express the things from within?
Or that I might write about the things I see
Perhaps take you on a journey with me
I seize every opportunity to write
Sometimes I even use these words to fight
But lend me a pen and I’ll lend you some words
A subject and a predicate, filled with nouns and verbs
I can describe many things and take you to any place
Pen a few words to bring a smile to your face
Lend me a pen and I’ll express to you some thoughts
Share with you some of the lessons I’ve been taught
Close your eyes and visualize as you listen
With a pen and paper, I can take you on an expedition
If the pen is mightier than the sword, then I am a swordsman with the pen
An expert with the ink, think, as I begin
Begin to share a story with you
If it is happy you’ll smile; if it’s sad you may need a tissue
If it’s angry you'll frown
Or, it can bring you up when you’re down
Please, somebody, lend me a pen?
And with it, I’ll touch you places deep within
Touch your mind, body, and soul
Lend me a pen and a story will unfold
Thoughts turning out words like tires when they roll
Words that make you wiggle your toes or crinkle your nose
So reach in your pocket and lend me a pen if you dare
Watch me as I snatch words out of thin air
Lace the paper with words as if they were shoes
Whether I’m speaking about love or crying the blues
Writing as if I have nothing to lose
And with nothing to lose, I write whatever I choose
I have much more to say and the words come free
So somebody please lend their pen to me
What writer has no pen some of you may think
But the words are many and I ran out of ink
Reprinted from The ANGOLITE, Vol. 42, No. 6. Author info at press time: #351810-Ash 3
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Poetry Park
No Light to Shine
You say you love me but your fists contradict
your words. I feel your hatred with each forceful
hit and profane slur. I know I should leave but
my mother says this is normal. So I stay and
ignore that you act like an animal. You are an
untamed beast yet you say you are a man. You
abuse me. Misuse me. And I live with the shame.
I should leave, but mother told me to be strong, so
I stay and let the abuse go on and on and on.

By Dana McNell (Word Lovers Book Club
Member)

Iniquity
If there is melody in rain, then I do not hear it.
If there is love in pain, then I do not feel it.
If there is comfort in family, then I do not see it.
If there is hope in dreaming, then I cannot be it.
If there is grace in sinning, then I need to have it.
If there is honor in death, then I cannot bear it.
If there is beauty in the flower, then why won’t it bloom?
If we are to treasure every hour, then why release me
from the womb? Your welcome is worn; your presence is
intrusive, my heart is permanently torn and the decision
is conclusive. Death, leave… me… alone.

By Tanisca M. Wilson

Word Lovers Book and Literary Club want to showcase your poetry. We are looking for
Sonnets, Haikus, Free Verse, Lyrics, and Odes. Email your name and the title of your poem to
wordloversbookclub@gmail.com
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Book Review by Word Lovers
Book & Literary Club
Title: Myles to Go
Author: Carlos Tibbs
Witty and richly rooted in history are two accurate
adjectives that describe Myles to Go. We traveled back
in time to experience life with the Myles family during
the Jim Crow Era. Interracial marriages were not
allowed but the law did not stop Lil Daddy from falling in love with a white
girl…who loved him back by the way. Opportunities were limited for Black folk in
the south so Mr. Myles packed his family and off to Chicago they went to pursue life
and happiness. We enjoyed the unfolding.
We liked that Tibbs paint a vivid description of racism and the myriad ways the Myles
family lived with it and around it. We understood that although parts of the story
made us laugh, the conspicuous truths refused to be denied. We resonated with the
racist teacher, frowned at the wayward daughter who experienced a taste of
betterment through associating with her cousin, and sympathized with the young
Myles who was smart but too shy to express himself. The author did a good job of
keeping our interest and of developing each character in the Myles family as a
standalone short story that fits into the larger scheme of the whole book. It is more
than fair to say that character development was a strong point in the book.
We’d wished for a little more action, the swift and fast-paced kind that usually
accompanied memories of people living in the Jim Crow Era. At times, the book’s
pace is slow, but it is well-written and deserves to be read by individuals interested in
history and good laughs. The themes of courage, love, and individuality were not lost
on us. Each character has his or her own struggles and internalizes their experiences
differently. The portrayal of a close-knit Black family was extremely welcoming as we
enjoyed the way the Myles family had each other’s back. Equally important is the
theme of racism and its far-reaching effect on human beings past and present. Tibbs
did a good job of showing different perspectives about race, love, and culture as
evidenced by entanglements of the Myles siblings and their love interests, white
people. Without spoiling it, we liked the way the book ended and appreciated the
courage Mr. Myles showed in his decision to pursue his education.
This review is the copyrighted © 2018 and collective opinion of Word Lovers Book & Literary Club and
shall not be changed or altered in any way.
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Book Review by Word Lovers Book
& Literary Club
Title: Ingleside
Author: Laura Jackson

True stories are rarely told in captivating ways, especially those
about common crimes such as child abuse, child neglect, and
murder. However, Jackson’s relational way of sharing what
Andre and Shelia Jones did to their children held our interest. To appreciate what
Ingleside offers, we shifted our minds to learning and understanding because Jackson
introduced us to the term “dickism” and acquainted us with the difference between
lies and “damned lies,” and sociopath vs. psychopath. The way in which these terms
were explained, within the constructs of power, poverty and social control, made it
easier for all of us (those of us who are not research-oriented) to understand.
The story begins with a phone call and unfolds in a methodological way to illustrate
how Jackson probes to understand the state of mind of Andre and Shelia Jones. The
crime itself was not fascinating to us, so it was difficult for us to feel the “wow” factor
about what the couple did. We craved more information about the interviews the
author had with Andre and wished we could have read more of his own words instead
of having the author analyze the few words cited. What follows are interviews with
Andre, descriptions of what happened in court, how the author made sense of what
the couple did and the author’s overall conclusion of whether or not Andre was guilty
of intentionally committing his crime.
This is a likable book for the right audience, which we believe are readers specifically
interested in mental health, psychology and/or criminology. Because the book is
based on a true story, it was hard to find it excitable, but it can certainly serve as a
reference marker for readers who want insight into the human psyche. The author
does a good job of teaching readers about the depths of abuse, shame, and deceit.
While we liked this book, we believe only specific audiences will be able to fully
appreciate it.
This review is the copyrighted © 2018 and collective opinion of Word Lovers Book & Literary Club and
shall not be changed or altered.
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Interview with Tanisca M. Wilson
President of Word Lovers Book & Literary Club
www.taniscawilson.com
What has been your proudest moment as an author advocate?
The responsibilities of being an author advocate are new to me, and of course, I had
the initial trepidation of not being able to rally others around my cause. So, my
favorite moment was when I coordinated the Women Writers of Color Discussion
Panel. One of my colleagues was also a writer, so she created promo items for us to
disseminate. I contacted a writer I met online and invited her to join the panel, and
she did so without question. One of my friends moderated the panel, and she asked us
good questions about our books. I was proud that my efforts gave other authors an
opportunity to showcase their work.
With success comes unsolicited criticism, sometimes constructive and
sometimes malicious. How do you handle criticism about your work?
My work has not yet reached the level of success where
it garners criticism. For the most part, I have been
supported in my writing and advocacy efforts. If and
when the time comes when my work is criticized, I’ll
consider the source and then consider the impact of my
work. If my work is making the impact I intended, then
I’ll have to just dust my shoulders off and keep moving
forward. Dream killers are those without dreams, so I
know how to recognize and ignore them. Haters are
everywhere, so I’ll never let them slow me down or stop
my progress.
Who are your favorite writers and why?
The late Jackie Collins is the first writer I fell in love with because she knew how to
sustain readers’ interests. She was the first to invite me to a fast and exciting new
world. Stephen King is my favorite because his writing has evolved over time and
through his craft, he teaches the art. Finally, Jill Eileen Smith is one of my favorites
because she actually writes the kind of books I have come to love as an adult.
What inspires you to do your work?
Unique sights, familiar sounds, and human experiences inspire me. Every day is new,
so I embrace what I see. For example, I was pulling out of my driveway one morning
and saw brown leaves falling from a tree. The sight of those brown leaves falling lazily
to the ground inspired me to write a poem. Life’s complexity and the way people
approach their experiences inspire me. Generally, though, I want people to believe in
themselves and their dreams, so I am intrinsically motivated to encourage others
through the written word. Also, I love the process of transforming a vision into a
tangible. So, I guess you can say that I am intrinsically motivated.
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Why do you market to African-American audiences?
To show them what could be; to teach them through stories, and to help them become
achieved human beings. Consider Tyler Perry. He began his career writing plays and
now he makes movies. His plays could have easily been books. And on that note, my
desire is to be a crossover writer. I want my work to be known in multicultural
communities because my writing is about human experiences and those are not
limited just to African-Americans’ experiences.
How do you determine when and where to market your books and has it
financially paid off for you?
Initially, I aimed my arrow, pulled the string and hoped to hit a target audience. Of
course, that approach yielded no results, so I invested in a website and asked my
friends and family to share the link. Also, I added the link to my site as part of my
signature line so the market could find me. Too, I participate in book festivals and
conduct yearly surveys of the subscribers of my newsletter to determine or relearn
their interests. Marketing is challenging for me because it takes time and money, two
things I don’t have in abundance. But when I do get my hustle on, it pays off. I have
received a few royalty checks that made the work worth it.
Which literary devices do you use most in your writing?
I’ve used similes, metaphors, and imagery in the past, but I’m relying on those devices
less and less. I am purposely trying to grow as a writer, so I’m working on using
imagery and description in a way that provokes readers to think and respond to my
work more profoundly.
What have been some common mistakes you’ve made with writing, publishing
and marketing your books and what did you learn from them?
With writing, I made the mistake of not letting my books go through the line editing,
copy editing, and proofreading process. With publishing, I made the mistake of signing
a contract with a publishing company that kept all the royalties. With marketing, I
made the mistake of not having at least $2,000 on hand to promote my work. From all
these “hard knock” experiences, I have learned to take my work seriously by investing
in it from start to finish.
There’s a negative connotation in the writer’s market that self-published books
are not as good as traditionally published books. What are your thoughts
about that?
Let’s be real. A lot of self-published authors write a lot of garbage. I’m not excluded
from that group because my first book was garbage for all the reasons I explained in
the former question. My thoughts are that traditionally published authors have all the
mechanisms in place to produce a great product. They get paid to write, so they have
the incentive to write well. Even if they don’t, they have editors who will make sure
they do. So on one hand, it is unfair to compare indie authors to traditionally
published authors. But on the other hand, a lot of indie authors seem not to think
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about what they are putting out, so most of their books cannot compete. So from that
perspective, I think self-published are not as good.
How has your work advanced readership in your community?
My boots are on the ground, for sure. My work has offered middle and high school
students opportunity to showcase their talent by participating in the Great Minds in
New Orleans Essay and Poetry Contest. I’m working on other initiatives with some of
the local libraries in the area through my book club. Ultimately, these events show
participants the value and vitality of pursuing writing careers.
What is the name of the last book you read?
I’m reading Brainwashed by Tom Burrell. He writes from a high-level view perspective
of why Black people socialize and think in degenerative ways, and I tend to agree with
most of his thoughts so far.
Which literary journals do you read?
I read the Writer’s Digest and the New Yorker on a regular basis. It’s good for writers
to be engaged and abreast of what’s going on in the industry, so I do my best to stay in
the game and in the know.
How do you define success?
Let’s see. Success for me as a writer is winning awards for my books, turning my
books into stage plays and movies, and encouraging young people to cultivate their
dreams of becoming writers and film-makers. In the south, writing careers are not
encouraged; actually, careers in the arts are generally discouraged and mainly viewed
as hobbies. Success for me is walking into a space where everyone knows I made it by
the stroke of my pen. It is then I can say that I have made it as a writer.
What is a day of writing like for you, and do you have fears about book release
dates?
My home life is busy, so my writing time has to be negotiated. I prefer to write in the
morning, and once I’m at it, I don’t stop until family priorities demand it. Right now I
write in a corner of my living room. It’s a cozy spot that allows my thoughts to flow
without interruption. As for book releases, yes! None of my books have had a proper
release yet because I fear that if I host a book release party that no one will show up.
For Forbidden Persuasion, I followed a popular writer’s blog advice and gifted away
about 40 books and practically begged for reviews. Only 12 people reviewed the book,
so those kinds of experiences tend to heighten my anxiety about book releases.
How do you see yourself as a writer?
At this present moment, I see myself as a writer who is making concerted efforts to
establish herself in a sardine-packed industry. I believe I am a good writer who will
become a best-seller one day because I engage in all the right practices to make me
better. I am like Vision in the Avengers movie; I am constantly evolving.
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What do you like and dislike about writing books?
I enjoy building characters and pushing myself to think outside of my comfort zone.
When I wrote Forbidden Persuasion, I struggled with a male’s POV and sought insight
from my brother and other male colleagues by presenting them with the scenario I was
stuck on. I told them that it really happened and listened to how they responded. The
process of developing my characters, giving them conflict, and seeing how they evolve
is euphoric. I dislike waiting for books to be published. I’m still working on having
patience 
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25

Arousing curiosity

Evoke emotions of sadness/love

Millennials Rising
Earl Jones, III
B.S. in Criminal Justice
Why do you think education is important
for the African-American male?
I think education is important because of where
we come from. If it weren’t for the educated Black
man, we would not have the things we use today.
Another thing, education is important to help
change our views about life. Most of us don’t
believe the voting system works. We believe in too
many conspiracy theories, and we don’t believe in
coming together so we can be heard. If you
educate yourself, just the history of where we come from, our culture, brought us
together and created a movement—and that was through education.
What were two of your biggest challenges when trying to graduate from
high school?
The two struggles I had were consistently going to class because I was tired
and discouraged by my geometry class because I had no interest in it. The
teacher was not well-equipped for the course; the second challenge was not
being influenced by positive personalities.
Were your high school challenges the same as your college challenges?
Explain.
My college challenges were much more different than my high school challenges
because I had the freedom to not go to class or to go to class. There was no one to tell
me, “Hey, you weren’t in class. Do you have an explanation for that?” The second thing
was the women; there was a variety of women from all over and that was a distraction.
How do you plan to use your college degree?
I plan to use my degree to put me in a position where people of my color are not
represented. For example, there are certain office jobs and corporations hiring for
certain positions to have someone to represent them, so there’s a need for the collegeeducated African American male.
What advice would you give to young adult males about reading and
career success?
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My advice would be to master reading comprehension. The reason is that nowadays
everything has a contract to it; everything has terms, so you need to know how to
understand the terminology because the words in contracts are not commonly used in
the education system. They don’t teach you how to read contracts in school, and I feel
like they should. Reading comprehension ties into career success because when you are
applying for jobs, you have to sign a contract. So, you have to be able to distinguish the
guidelines from the standards; the standards from the rules, and the rules from the
policies. Understanding how to distinguish what people expect from you can help you to
create your own success.
How important is it for adult males to effectively communicate?
A Black male’s pride is the most fragile thing on earth. If a Black male can put away his
pride and ego and communicate his emotions without aggression, a lot of beautiful
things can transpire from the African-American man.
Who were your role models and how did they help you?
Coach Lee was one of my role models because he taught self-control and had integrity.
He taught me the importance of consistency and that what makes a man is doing what a
man doesn’t want to do. My other role model was Coach Franklin because he taught me
how to be patient.
What is your definition of success?
Success is not about money. It’s not about how much you have and it’s not about the
fancy things. Success is about what makes you happy, about doing what you want to do.
It’s about living out your dream; doing what you want to do when you want to do it.
What skills do you believe young African-American males should have in
order to be successful?
I believe young African-American males should be able to be creative. What I mean by
creative is not being an artist but being able to create avenues to generate revenue. They
need communication skills. They need to be able to communicate their ideas and
thoughts properly. You can’t just be screaming out things. You have to be able to put
those things together to make it sound good. Another thing the young African-American
male needs is patience because being impulsive is the road to destruction.
If you could get a "do-over" for your life, what would you change?
If I could get a “do over,” I would change the decisions I made from 2008 to 2013. By
doing things differently, it would change the outcome of the situations I’ve been in as an
adult.
If you could leave a note for your younger self, what would it say?
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I would tell my younger self to stop being fearful. I wanted to be in the band, but I was
on the football team and was discouraged from seeing how the two interacted with each
other.

Need A Market Plan But Don’t Know Where to Start?
Indie authors struggle with marketing their books because a vast majority of them have
limited excess funds to invest in a book project. Hey, we get it. Marketing, the business
of promoting, advertising, and selling products can be challenging and expensive for an
author. First, we break down the components of marketing, and then we suggest a
starting point that is economically feasible and potentially effective. Granted, our
definitions of keywords are variants of their formal meanings.
Market Research
Who cares about what you write? If you find this core group of people, then you can
begin building your readership. People who actually like the
kind of books you write are the people who are likely to buy
your books and offer long term support of your writing. These
are the people you need to court and gift with books when you
can. They will likely write reviews or talk about your book with
others who share their reading interests. Find places that are
friendly to indie authors. Libraries and select book venues are
good places to start.
Once you find people who like the kinds of books you write,
then you must find a way to quickly collect their information
instead of just giving them your information. You need to know who they are in
addition to having two ways of contacting them. Ask them to provide their name, email
address and phone number. Call around to different venues, including coffee shops, and
ask the manager or person in charge if you can drop off promotional items about your
book. Some will say yes; some will say no, but focus on the “yes” venues by collecting
their information and adding it to your author-friendly database.
For indie authors, market research is ongoing. As time passes, readers’ interests change,
so be sure to survey your core readership at least once per year to see who is still
interested in your work and who is not. It’s better to know upfront than to learn through
sluggish sales that most of your core base of readers prefer to read books different from
yours. You should always look for new readers and new places to add to your readership
database, so researching the market has no end date. Remember to start in your own
backyard (the State you live in) and then branch out to other States. Dallas and Atlanta
are ripe cities for authors, so do a little market research there.
During your market research, investigate how to price your book. Yes, you may have
spent months nursing your book to production and may have invested lots of money in
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editing and other self-publishing services, but the reader doesn’t care about any of that
so don’t make the mistake of pricing your book to recuperate some of the money you put
into it. Price your book to sell. A reader should not pay more for your book than he or
she would a bestseller’s book. Think about it. The reader is taking a risk by buying your
book in the first place. You are an unknown writer who may or may not write well and
whose story might be a bust. When you pit $20.oo against the reader’s risk factors, then
it is likely that our book won’t sell many copies. Paperback books are generally in the
price range of $9.99 to $12.00, so use this as your baseline when you are researching the
market for how to price your book.
Also, market research can provide you with your readers’ preferences for book type.
Because technology has changed the way readers enjoy books, you should consider
which book type, Kindle, paperback, or audio, will satisfy your core readership and
garner book sales. When possible, publish two types of books. Your market research will
let you know what the two types should be. Avoid the mistake of publishing only an
audio or Kindle book without knowing if you have a market for sales. And just because
you see authors relishing in the success of Kindle publishing, remember that their
market belongs to them. You have to build your own readership.
Promoting Your Book
It costs money to promote a book as an indie
author, so while you are writing, save a little
money too. The goals for your book determines
how much you’ll need for promoting it. Your
marketing plan should include a strategy for
book launch as well as short and long term
marketing goals. Once you have a core group
of readers, even it’s 10-2o people, you can plan
a successful launch. If you don’t have committed individuals to read your book before it
hits the market, then you need to work on building this group first. Otherwise, you’ll be
hoping for success instead of intentionally planning for it.
Before the launch, you need to make some noise about your book by disseminating
advanced reader copies (ARCs) to a percentage of your core readership. You’ll need the
other core readers for after the launch. Ask the people on our launch team to write
honest reviews about your book on popular book websites and avail yourself to receiving
personal feedback. Sometimes readers have questions and comments that are for your
eyes only, so be prepared to receive and respond.
For traditionally published books, editors usually handle disseminating ARCs and
receiving feedback for readers. But for the indie author, he/she has to handle these tasks
on his/her own. Because indie authors usually purchase their own books, giving out
ARCs can be expensive, so make sure the people who receive your books are really on
your team. Otherwise, you’ll just waste your time and your money.
Leading up to launch day, reach out to the people and places you discovered during
your market research and launch a massive email and video campaign about the release
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of your book. This part can be a little tricky because if you bombard your readership
with communications, then you’ll likely lose their interest. But if you plan a well-paced
communication plan, inclusive of interactive games and contests, then you’ll create
interest. Too, include the reviews that some of your core readers wrote in your
communication plan so when others receive your communications, that’ll want to know
what all the fuss is about. Also, this is the time to secure venues for book signings.
There are a number of ways to successfully release a book to the world, so it’s important
to survey the reader’s landscape so you can make the best decision possible for your
book. Some authors host launch parties while others use the Facebook Live feature. The
point is to let people know that you wrote a book and it’s available for purchase. As you
might suspect, there are costs associated with hosting launch events so include those
expenses in your budget.
At the event, make it known that the goal is for attendees to purchase your book.
Otherwise, people will feast off your food, gurgle down your drinks and have a good
time at your expense while all your books just sit there on a table. As the host author
with a goal to reach, your job is to take center stage,
perform an oral reading of your book, and then
The average selfencourage attendees to buy your books. If you use
published author makes
Facebook Live, then you’ll need money for
around $1,000 per year
giveaways. Plan your book launch using Facebook
according to The
as you would for any other venue. Send out
Guardian. That's
invitations, have a goal for sales, and have a plan
including many authors
for captivating your audience.
that have multiple books
and a huge list of fans. In
fact, nearly a third of the
authors made less
than $500 a year and
90% of books sold less
than 100 copies.

The first day of your book launch is important, so
you’ll have to put in the work to make success
happen, but the work is not over after the first day.
You’ll need to work just as hard during the week of
the book’s launch. Your core readership can be
extremely helpful for launching a book because
they can spread the word about the book by talking
and blogging about it and by inviting their friends
to read and write a review about the book.
As with any marketing strategy, there is no one size fits all, so tailor your plan to your
definition of success. Just remember that publishing a book without a plan to promote
it will not make you successful as an author. You’re smart enough to know that you
might not become successful overnight, and you know what? That’s okay. It takes time
to build a reputation as a good writer. Stay with it and keep writing. If one of your books
don’t do so well, then maybe the next one will. The point is that people know you and
what you do. Once you established your name, your work will follow suit; provided that
you write good books. Also, timing matters. A lot of authors launch books around the
holidays. We’re not sure if that’s a good idea because books cost money and few people
want to buy books for the holidays. People like parties, eating, and free stuff. See if you
can work with that and then determine how you will launch your book.
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Book to Movie
Adaptions
As authors, we write because we believe
what we have to say matters, and we
believe, fundamentally, that our work is
worthy of accolades and acclaim—or at
least we should believe that. Inspiration
always helps, and Reshonda Tate
Billingsley's success as an author incentivizes us to reaffirm our trust that Black
authors can achieve success in the writing industry. Billingsley practices “clean”
writing which shows that African-American authors do not have to stereotype their
characters by presenting them as vulgar and unintelligent.
Reshonda took risks. For 15 years, she worked as a television news anchor and
reporter before leaving her “good” job to write full time. In 2000, she selfpublished her first book but has come a long way since then.
In 2012, she won the NAACP Author award for her book, Let the Church Say
Amen, the same book that became a movie that starred award-winning actress
Regina King. Reshonda has more than 30 titles to her credit, and we showcase her
in this issue to inspire indie authors who seek to duplicate and exceed her success.
So, what can we learn from Reshonda? We know that she began her writing career
as a self-published author. We know that her book became a movie and that many
of us can and should write books that can be adapted to the big screen. We know
that many events took place between her first self-published book and her book-tomovie adaption. We can learn to write with purpose and to stretch our talent. In
learning how to push ourselves as authors, we must write with a purpose beyond
ourselves and push our way to the front of an industry that thirsts for new ideas in
books.
It’s a shame he did not live to see it, but Baldwin’s book, If Beale
Street Could Talk, made it to the big screen. Another testament to
the value of writing and why indie authors should strive to write
well. Think Big; Dream Bigger!
Think about your book. Is it worthy of the big screen?
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Angie Thomas’ book, The Hate You
Give, is a New York Times bestseller
that made it to the big screen.
None of these authors, or others, are
more extraordinary than you or me.
They are regular people who use their
talent for writing books to make a
living.
Needless to say, none of the authors
showcased here are indie authors. Maybe they were at some point but clearly, they
have advanced beyond self-publishing. How did they do it? What did it take, and
how can other indie authors do what they did?
We suggest that you hire an agent, someone to represent your work to respectable
publishing houses. The job of a literary agent is for them to find an editor who
likes your work so much that they will buy it. Sounds intimidating, huh?
Indie authors should think about embarking upon the traditional route to
publishing, primarily to have experience of what it is like. The process of searching
for a literary agent is not hard, only deliberate. Once you find an agent to represent
you, then ride the wave as far as you can because experience is a good teacher.
And there is no doubt that the authors showcased here decided to ride the wave.
Here’s what you should know about literary agents:
 They work for free until they can sell your book.
 Their commission is usually 15 percent. Anything more than that should
raise your eyebrow and make you run the other way.
 They negotiate the sales price of your work and your royalty percentage.
 They are the middle men/women between you and the publisher.
 You have to send them a query letter (Google this topic for more info).
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Word
Lovers
Book &
Literary
Club…
read,
network,
enjoy!

We’re different from most book clubs because we are approachable. We solicit
books to read and review. Our reviews are honest and provided free of charge,
even if your book is not selected for our reading list. Here’s the scoop about us.
us.
Word Lovers Book & Literary Club is a group of professional women who love to
read and review books. We represent diversity in thought, age, and literary
interests. While we read books of various genres, our exception is erotica and what
we call the “Thug Genre.”
Our Mission is to promote and sustain an exchange of thought-provoking
discussions around a literary work, expand our communities’ literary interests, and
promote authors who can tell a good story as well as offer thematic life lessons in
their books.
Our logo is a personified book of words hugging a reader. It illustrates how much
we love to read.
Our colors are beige, brown, and black. All of our
correspondences will have these colors.
Our core values guide the way we operate as a Club. We
believe in advocating for authors, providing honest
reviews, and promoting careers in writing.
Our programs consist of the Aspiring Writers of
Excellence (AWE) Club, Great Minds in New Orleans
Contest, and Creative Writing Workshops.
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We accept applications for new members in January.
To join, a prospective club member must complete an
application and participate in an interview process. It
is important for prospective members to understand
what we are about, so the interview allows us to
determine fit. We have a strong commitment to
author advocacy and want to include members who
believe what we believe.
For more information about Word Lovers, contact
dianacarey504@gmail.com

Are Book Festivals Worth Attending?
We asked 50 indie authors the above
question and 80% of them said NO! To
translate, 40 authors said attending book
festivals was a waste of time while 10
authors thought attending was worth it.
The chief reason for not attending: “Too few festival
attendees who come to buy books. They come to
socialize.”
The chief reason for attending: “Festivals provide
book exposure and that is just as important as selling
books.”

Word Lovers Book & Literary Club President,
Tanisca M.Wilson, at her writing group meeting.
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Grammar Minute
1) Fewer vs. Less-use

fewer when discussing
countable things. Use less
for singular mass nouns.
Your book should be fewer
than 100,000 words.
Use less salt than the
recipe requires.

2) Among vs. Between
Use between when
naming two or more
distinct items; use among
when items are part of a
group and cannot be
named.
Damon drove too
quickly between cars.
She only felt comfortable
when she was among her
friends.
3) Overly used words
authors should omit:

 In order to…
 As a matter of
fact…
 Due to the fact…
Subject-Verb Info
One is an indefinite
pronoun that is
singular when
functioning as the
subject even when
the word “you”
follows. (e.g. One of
you is going to the
store).

Are you an indie author or poet and want exposure? Submit your
article, poetry, book excerpt or book image to Word Lovers
Book & Literary Club.
Also, we’re accepting books and short stories for review for our
2019-2010 reading list.
Previous issues of Knowing
are available from Amazon.
Com. Authors who submit
their books for us to review
will receive a
complimentary copy of a
previous issue.

Send comments and/or questions to Wordloversbookclub@gmail.com
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